
Book Reading Group Discussion 

 

In Defense of the Grid: A Wayward Patriot Thriller (Novella) 
By Jack Meyer 
 
This shorter work follows Tony Nestler, Secretary of Energy, warning about the power grid's 
fragility to EMP attacks or solar events, with escalating national consequences. 

 

1. The novel highlights risk from adversaries or natural events to the electric grid. How 
urgent does this threat feel, and what real-world preparedness (or lack thereof) does 
it reflect? 

2. Tony struggles to get the President's attention over two years. In what way did this 
government inertia seem real or not? What challenges are there in addressing long-
term risks in a political system? 

3. A "misguided act of patriotism" leads to crisis. How does the book diƯerentiate 
between genuine patriotism and actions that endanger the nation? In what ways 
were you able to relate to and possibly even sympathize with conflicting sides? 

4. With potential for mass casualties and even nuclear risks, how eƯectively does the 
novella balance technical details with human drama? How eƯectively does the 
author paint a picture of life without electric power?  

5. As a shorter entry in the series, does it pack enough punch to hold its own? How 
does focusing on one key vulnerability (the electric grid) strengthen or limit the story 
compared to longer thrillers? 

6. How satisfied were you with how the story ended? What conflicts did you feel 
relating to the resolution relating to the Nestler family? 

7. Wayward Patriot: What character(s) would you place in the category of a Wayward 
Patriot, a patriot who has lost their way? 

 


