Book Reading Group Discussion

A Higher Betrayal: A Wayward Patriot Thriller
By Jack Meyer

Political newcomer Rick Taylor runs for Senate fueled by conviction, only to learn he is at
odds with his party’s presidential candidate. Ultimately, he finds himself running for his life
and learns all that could go wrong with Al and drone warfare.

1. Rick leaves a quiet life for politics. Would you consider him a principled challenger
of the system or a naive idealist? Does Meyer’s description of Washington politics
accurately depict the environment or simply create a context for a thrilling tale?

2. The book delves into drones and Al. What ethical questions do they raise about
modern warfare and surveillance?

3. There were a variety of elements in the book that created professional tension and
personal tension. Which impacted you, emotionally, the most?

4. Rick’s political perspectives and Maggie’s song make it clear that Rick is a political
conservative. Considering your own political perspective, how did this impact your
ability to relate to the book and its characters?

5. What moral dilemmas do you perceive there to be present for real politicians who
are elected to national office in the United States? How effectively (or not) does A
Higher Betrayal depict that ethical tension?

6. With elementsripped from headlines (Al, drone warfare, territorial expansionism),
how does the thriller prompt reflection on leadership, technology, and political
ambition?

7. Wayward Patriot: What character(s) would you place in the category of a Wayward
Patriot, a patriot who has lost their way?



